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Faculty members
receive top awards
SPRINGDALE, Ark. -- The University of Arkansas System’s Division
of Agriculture recognized outstanding performance by faculty and staff
members at an awards luncheon Friday (Jan. 18) at the Northwest Arkansas
Convention Center.
Vice President for Agriculture Milo Shult said, “These awards signify the excellence of services provided by our faculty and staff members
throughout the state. I am extremely proud of their work in support of our
state’s dynamic agricultural sector, the environment, families and communities.”
The Division of Agriculture includes the Cooperative Extension Service,
which provides public education and service programs statewide, and the
Arkansas Agricultural Experiment Station, which conducts research to assist
producers and processors of food and fiber, other agribusinesses, families
and rural communities.
John W. White awards for outstanding teaching, research, extension
service and teamwork are named for the U of A System’s first vice president
for agriculture when the Division of Agriculture was created in 1959.
Professor of Biological and Agricultural Engineering and adjunct Poultry Science professor Yanbin Li of Fayetteville received the John W. White
research award. The holder of the Tyson Endowed Chair in Biosensing
Engineering, Li developed a biosensor system for rapid, in-field detection
of the H5N1 avian influenza “bird flu” virus. He is also a leading scholar in
detection of pathogenic bacteria in food products.
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AWARD WINNER -Yanbin Li, below right, who
has developed a prototype of
a portable biosensor system
for field use to rapidly detect
the H5N1 bird flu virus,
receives his award from Mark
Cochran, Associate Vice
President for Research.

OUTSTANDING FACULTY --Susan Watkins, above, poultry
science extension faculty member, receives the top Extension
award from Ivory Lyles, Associate Vice President for Extension,
during the Division of Agriculture awards ceremony.

Poultry Specialist Susan Watkins of Fayetteville
received the John W. White award for extension service
at the state level. Watkins provides training and problem
solving for poultry producers and industry personnel
who work with producers. She has been director of the
National Egg Quality School for four years and manages
the student internship program for poultry science majors
at the University of Arkansas.

Poultry and USDA faculty and
labs receive high honor
Ann M. Donoghue, Billy Hargis, Dan Donoghue
and Guillermo Tellez were awarded the ARS, USDA
Outstanding Technology Transfer Award for development of a novel method of identifying beneficial
bacteria that when fed to poultry out compete enteric
food borne pathogens substantially reducing the
risk of human food borne contamination and improving the health of poultry. The awards ceremony was
held in Washington, D.C. on Feb. 12, 2008.
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Graduate students from UA Poultry
continue to win research awards
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Ph.D. candidate Fausto Solis de los Santos,
student of Dr. Dan Donoghue, was awarded the
International Poultry Scientific Forum Alltech
Manuscript Award in Atlanta, Georgia, in January
2008 for his manuscript “Yeast extract (alphamuneT) supplementation enhances early gut
development in turkey poults.” de los Santos, F.S.,
Farnell, M.B., Donoghue, A.M., Huff, G.R., Huff,
W.E., Rath, N.C. and Donoghue, D.J. Poultry
Science, 2006. 85:146-147.
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FAUSTO SOLIS
de los SANTOS

Ph.D. candidate Jon Moyle, student of Dr. Keith
Bramwell, was awarded the International Poultry
Scientific Forum Outstanding Manuscript Award
in Atlanta, Georgia, in January 2008 for his manuscript mating behaviors in commercial broiler
breeders.
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JON MOYLE

UA poultry
judging team
takes third at
fall contest
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. - The
42nd Annual National Collegiate
Poultry Judging Contest took place
Nov. 4-6 on the University of Arkansas campus and the home team
came away with third place overall.
The U of A team, made up of
Sherita Baker, Samantha Blair,
Chris Scarborough and Nicole
Young took first place as a team in
egg production and quality.
Scarborough, a sophomore
from Alleene, Ark., received the
second highest points in the entire
contest and took home an award for
his individual efforts in addition to
second place in the breed selection
and carcass quality category.
Baker, a sophomore from
Springdale, received second place
in the egg production and quality
category.
Twelve teams from around the
country participated in the contest.
The team is coached by Jason
Emmert and Dennis Mason.

Ph.D. candidate Lakshmi Kannan, student of Dr.
Narayan Rath, was awarded first place for her
poster presentation “Thymosin beta 4 regulation
by TLR ligands in chicken macrophages” at the
Gamma Sigma Delta oral and poster presentations
held on the University of Arkansas campus February 28, 2008.

LAKSHMI KANNAN
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Additionally, Yun Wang, masters student of Dr. Yanbin Li, won the 1st place in
the IBE (Institute of Biological Engineering) graduate students poster competition
during IBE 2008 annual meeting in Chapel Hill, NC, March 7-9, 2008. Her poster
title was “An optimized interdigitated array microelectrode based immunosensor
for detection of avian influenza viruses”

POULTRY JUDGE -- Chris Scarborough, a sophomore from Alleene,
Arkansas, and a poultry science
major, took home second place overall
during the 42nd Annual National Collegiate Poultry Judging Contest held
on the University of Arkansas campus
November 4-6, 2007.
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Harold E. Ford Foundation gift supports
poultry science recruiting

DONATION -- Monty Henderson (second from left), president and COO of George’s Inc., and a Harold E. Ford Foundation board
member, presents a check for over $22,000 to Walter Bottje, poultry science department head at the University of Arkansas, flanked
by industry and academia members Marvin Childers (from left) president of The Poultry Federation, John Ward (back) vice president
of The Poultry Federation, John Bryan, director of The Poultry Federation and Jason Emmert, assistant professor and undergraduate
curriculum coordinator for the poultry science department.

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. - The Southeastern Poultry and Egg
Association Harold E. Ford Foundation recently presented a
check for $22,854 to the poultry science department at the University of Arkansas.
The foundation, named for a former executive with the U.S.
Poultry and Egg Association, promotes advancement of the poultry industry through education and training. Walter Bottje, department head, said the gift will help support recruitment efforts such
as the annual Poultry Science Youth Conference, the youth broiler
show at the Arkansas State Fair and in-service training for faculty.

The foundation has given more than $147,000 to the department over the past eight years, Bottje said. The foundation
was founded in 1995 and has given over $1 million dollars to
poultry science departments across the nation.
“The support the Harold E. Ford Foundation provides for
our department is outstanding,” Bottje said. “We’re so thankful for their generosity and foresight. This gift will impact our
students as well as the future of the poultry industry.”

Photo by Karen Eskew

Interns from Honduras make big impact at U of A

INTERNS -- Aymee Quezada Gomez (from left) and Brenda
Morales help tag birds during a poultry research trial at the
University of Arkansas poultry processing plant.

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. -- Two students from Honduras have recently served as interns at the University of Arkansas. During their 10-week stay, they have made a huge impact
on faculty member Jason Emmert’s research program.
“I don’t know what we would have done if they
hadn’t been here this semester,” said Emmert. “They have
done oustanding work during our research trials and have been
invaluable to me during this busy time.”
The students are visiting from Zamorano University
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. One of their professors contacted
Emmert and asked if the students could complete an internship
at the U of A in order to expand their knowledge of poultry.
The students even paid their own way, including living expenses while they were here.
“They really wanted us to help expose them to how
poultry production is carried out in the U.S. I’m not sure who
helped who more during this exchange,” said Emmert.

4

Energy savings guaranteed to pay for
UA Poultry Center upgrades
Story by Karen Eskew, poultry communications

Photo by Fred Miller

GETTING GREENER -- The 112,000 square foot John W. Tyson Building
at the University of Arkansas is more energy efficient after a $3.5 million
project that is guaranteed to pay for itself in energy savings.

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. -- Energy savings from an upgrade
of the John W. Tyson Building at the University of Arkansas are
guaranteed to pay for the construction costs, said Larry Young,
construction coordinator with the university’s facilities management department. If they don’t, the contractor will pay the difference, he said.
The Tyson Building is the first on campus to be upgraded
under an Energy Savings Performance Contract program, financed by a state bond issue, with the bonds to be paid off from
energy cost savings. A contract in the amount of $3,556,260 for
the eight-month construction project was awarded to Energy
Systems Group, based in Newburg, Ind. The project was to be
completed in December.
The 112,000 square foot building, which was dedicated in
September 1995, houses the poultry science department, units of
the U of A System Division of Agriculture’s Center of Excellence for Poultry Science and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Poultry Production and Product Safety Research Unit.
Arkansas Act 1980 of 2005 provides for state revenue bonds
to finance Energy Savings Performance Contract construction
projects. The contractor is required to deliver “guaranteed energy savings” that will exceed the cost of retiring the bond issue
over 20 years, Young said.
“If at the end of the payback period the projected savings
fall short, the contractor will actually write us a check for the
difference; therefore the anticipated energy savings are guaranteed. I will say, however, we expect that won’t happen; in
fact it’s very possible the energy savings will exceed the ESG
(Energy Systems Group) guarantee,” Young said.
Young said the building was selected as the first Energy
Savings Performance Contract project on campus after an energy
audit to determine how much energy and money could be saved
by performance contracting.
Other improvements are also being made along with the

energy upgrades, said Noel Neighbor, building executive for
the Tyson Building. “Our coolers and other systems were also
in need of repair. Because of the savings on this project, we
were able to get everything taken care of all at once.”
Young said some of the major areas of energy savings
were as follows.
• All fluorescent bulbs were changed from a T-12 to
T-8 rating, which uses less wattage. During the lighting upgrades, electronic ballasts were installed and motion sensors
were added to offices, labs and hallways, so lights not in use
would automatically turn off after a set amount of time.
• Fifty-seven fume hoods in laboratories were retrofitted for more efficient use of energy by having a constant,
low-flow system.
• Automatic temperature controls were upgraded and
linked to the motion sensors in the new lighting systems.
“This not only saved a great deal of energy, but it will also
make the building more comfortable to its occupants,” said
Cary Parks of ESG.
• A 90-ton heat-recovery chiller was installed, which
can transfer energy from the heat in condenser water from the
cooler system to the heating system for additional energy savings.
In a similar project in 2005 at the Division of Agriculture’s J.K. Skeeles Poultry Health Laboratory, Neighbor
said, “We reduced our monthly electric use by two thirds and
lowered our gas use to one fifth through a ground source heat
pump retrofit and other changes.
“That project really helped us to see that, with good
engineering and the use of current technology, amazing
energy savings are possible,” said Neighbor. “We now expect
significant savings through the work that has been done at the
Tyson Building.”
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NATIONAL WINNERS -- The
University of Arkansas Poultry
Judging team for 2007-08 made up
of (from left, Chris Scarborough,
Nicole Young, Sherita Baker, and
Samantha Blair, pose with their
trophies after winning first place at
the U.S. Poultry & Egg’s National
Poultry Judging Contest held in
Baton Rouge. Right is a better
photo of the huge number of
trophies these individuals won
during the contest.

BATON ROUGE, La. – The University of Arkansas Poultry Judging team took
first place overall during at the 61st Annual U.S. Poultry & Egg Association’s National Poultry Judging Contest held April 3-5, at Louisiana State University (LSU).
In addition to winning first place for the overall team, the U of A took
home first place for breed selection and they tied for first place in team market
products. Fourteen teams competed.
Members of the UA team were Sherita Baker and Samantha Blair, from
Springdale, Christopher Scarborough from Alleene, Ark., and Nicole Young from
Alma, Ark. All four students are poultry science majors. Young had the second
highest individual score for the contest, Blair had the third highest invidual score
and Baker took home fifth high individual honors. Additionally, members of the
team took home several other individual honors in the two categories.
Coach for the UA team was Jason Emmert, associate professor of poultry
science. Assistant coach was Dennis Mason, visiting instructor of agricultural and
extension education.
“This was incredible,” said Emmert. “It was an extremely tough competition and these students really worked hard and prepared themselves for the event.
By the end of the competition, we had so many trophies, I wasn’t sure we could
fit them all in the vehicle for the ride home, but that was a problem I was happy to
solve.”
Other teams in the contest were from Auburn University, Kansas State
University, Louisiana State University, Mississippi State, North Carolina State,
Penn State University, The Ohio State University, Stephen F. Austin, Texas A&M
University, University of Minnesota, University of Wisconsin-River Falls, Virginia
Tech and West Virginia University.
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Story by Karen Eskew, poultry communications
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Emmert receives
Outstanding
Advisor Award
from Bumpers
College

Judging team brings home top
honors from national contest

JASON EMMERT

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. – Jason
Emmert, associate professor in poultry
science, received the Outstanding
Advisor Award during the Bumpers College Honors Day Banquet held Thursday,
April 17, in the Arkansas Union’s Alltel
Ballroom.
Dean Greg Weidemann, Associate
Dean Donna Graham and a representative of the Bumpers College Alumni
Society presented the faculty and student
awards recognizing academic achievement.
Emmert received a B.S. degree in
Agricultural Sciences from the University of Illinois in 1992. He received
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Nutritional
Sciences from the University of Illinois
in 1994 and 1997, respectively. Emmert
joined the faculty at the University of
Arkansas in 1997 as the Undergraduate
Curriculum Coordinator for the Department of Poultry Science. In 2003, Dr.
Emmert was inducted into the University
of Arkansas Teaching Academy.
Emmert works closely with Poultry
Science undergraduates, as co-advisor to
the Poultry Science Club and as scholarship coordinator for the Department of
Poultry Science. He typically advises
over 25 to 30 students each semester.

6

Two faculty members conduct
workshop in Jordan to assist in the
Iraqi Revitalization Project

Grants Awarded
Listed in order of receipt

Yanbin Li.* BioDetection Instruments, Inc.
Poultry safety research. $10,000 gift.
Park Waldroup. Hawaii Chitopure, Inc. Evaluation of the growth-promoting properties of a
chitin extract. $10,000.
Philip Moore.* USDA ARS. Fiscal year 2007
research support. $12,340.
Phillip Crandall.* USDA CSREES. Novel,
all natural citrus based antimicrobials for cost
effective Salmonella reduction during organic
poultry processing. $196,091.
J.F. Meullenet* and Casey Owens. U.S.
Poultry & Egg Association. Use of air puff
technology to sort broiler carcasses based
on rigor development to improve breast meat
tenderness. $28,990.
Park Waldroup. DSM Nutritional Products.
Poultry nutrition research. $29,916 gift.
Steven Ricke.* USDA ARS. The evaluation
of the physiologic and microbial parameters
in laying hens during an induced molt using
alternative molting diets. $25,000.
Steven Ricke.* USDA ARS. Molecular application towards understanding bacterial
functionality in the gastrointestinal tract of
poultry. $10,000.
Keith Bramwell. USDA CSREES. Management practices for Salmonella reduction on
broiler breeder farms.

CAMEL RIDER -- Frank Jones, Associate Director of the Center of Excellence for
Poultry Science, Extension, rides his first camel during a workshop in Amman, Jordan. The workshop was held to assist Iraqi agriculture programs.

AMMAN, JORDAN -- Drs. Frank Jones and Keith Bramwell, both poultry
extension personnel, traveled to Amman, Jordan, Feb. 10-14, in order to provide the
Iraqi Ministry of Agriculture Extension with training in agriculture technology. This
training was designed to first give them the latest technology in agriculture, in this case
poultry production, as well as give them a chance to interact with agriculture professionals and educators from U.S. universities. This program was funded by the USDA
and will be completed in September 2008.

Vicki Wyles
receives UA
Employee of the
Quarter award
Vicki Wyles, left, is shown with her immediate supervisor Martha Laughlin. Wyles is an
accounting technician in the Center of Excellence for Poultry Science. She recently was
named “Employee of the Quarter” by the
University of Arkansas for her oustanding
work at the Center. Congratulations Vicki for
this outstanding recognition by the U of A.

Jason Emmert and Casey Owens. CobbVantress, Inc. Meat quality, product uniformity
and cost of production of commercial broiler
strains for big bird and small bird programs.
$36,937.
Philip Moore.* USDA ARS. Fiscal year 2008
research support. $181,542.
Steven Ricke.* Cobb-Vantress, Inc. Center for
Food Safety. $2,500 gift.
Nick Anthony. Midwest Poultry Research Program. Impact of stocking density on pheasant
growth and yield. $17,000.
Narayan Rath. USDA ARS. Fiscal year 2008
research support. $9,815.
Craig Coon. Danisco Animal Nutrition. The effect of enzyme addition on nutrient digestibility
of DDGS. $25,000.
Craig Coon. Danisco Animal Nutrition. The
effect of various enzymes on rice bran and
DDGS digestibility in poultry. $25,000.
J.F. Meullenet.* Monsanto Company. Sensory
evaluation of meat from broiler chickens fed
diets containing soybean meal. $5,544.
Keith Bramwell. U.S. Poultry & Egg. The
reproductive and physiological development
of young broiler breeder males raised on
shortened growth cycles. $48,539.
Keith Bramwell. Cobb-Vantress, Inc. Comparitive physiological capacity for spermatozoa
storage, fertility and subsequent hatchability
in broiler breeder hen lines, ages and body
weight characteristics. $53,565.
* Joint faculty member in two departments or faculty
member in another department, but grant is for poultry
research.
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This issue we highlight our administrative
assistants and secretaries that keep us on track!

THE “A TEAM” -- From left Donna Tinsley, Secretary II; Helen Brandenburger, Secretary II; Norma Stephenson, Secretary II; Carol Frederick, Secretary II; Debra Brooks, Administrative Secretary; Carol Rowser, Departmental Administrative
Manager. This special team of individuals work together daily to help keep the administration, research and faculty on
track. They do travel, book rooms and events, keep up with personnel, organize paperwork for classes, and much, much
more! Thank you to this special team of poultry science staff who help make everyone else’s job easier.

The Poultry Science Scholarship
Golf Committee thanks sponsors

FARMINGTON, Ark.-- As we go to press with this issue of Partners, the final preparations are underway for the 9th Annual Poultry Science Scholarship Golf Tournament, which
will be held at Valley View Golf and Country Club in Farmington, Arkansas, on Tuesday,
April 15th.
The golf committee would like to take this opportunity to thank our major sponsors
Cobb-Vantress, Inc., who is a flight sponsor and FPEC, who is the awards and luncheon
sponsor. Without these companies generous financial support, the golf tournament would not
achieve the success it has in raising money for scholarships.
We will report on the final golf standings in the next issue of Partners and look forward
to a beautiful day of golfing.
The golf committee would also like to recognize The Poultry Federation who assists in
publicizing this event, which coincides with the Spring Symposium each year.
If you would like more information about this tournament and how to become a sponsor
next year, or if you would like to contribute to our scholarship fund, please contact Diana
Bisbee, director of this event. Her e-mail is dbisbee@uark.edu or you may call her at (479)
575-2025.

UPDATE ON
ADAM WATKINS
He is doing well and
continues to recover in
San Antonio. He is out
of the hospital but continues daily therapy at
the Brooke Army Medical Center. A big thank
you to everyone for their
cards, gifts and prayers.
Thank you,
Dr. Susan Watkins
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Faculty Notables
Keith Bramwell and Frank Jones gave invited presentations at a special poultry training in
Amman, Jordan, Feb. 10-14, 2008, as part of the
Iraqi Ministry of Agriculture Extension efforts
toward revitalization.
Dr. Guiqiong (June) Liu Associate Professor
in Animal Genetics, Yangzhou University College
of Animal Science and Technology, Yangzhou
University, Yangzhou, Jiangsu, P. R. China is a
visiting professor in Annie Donoghue’s lab for
a six month sabbatical this spring. She will be
working on molecular aspects of sperm storage
tubules in poultry and exploring methods for
reducing pathogens in poultry semen.
Dan Donoghue gave a presentation, “Litter Treatment with Aluminum Sulfate (Alum)
Produced a Modest Reduction in Cecal Campylobacter Colonization in Chickens,” at the 14th
International Workshop on Campylobacter, Helicobacter and Related Organism (CHRO2007)
meeting in September in Rotterdam, Holland.
Jason Emmert received the Outstanding
Advisor Award from DaleBumpers College of
Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences during an
awards banquet held April 17.
Gisela Erf gave a presentation and served as
a poster presentation judge at the annual meeting of the Pan-American Society for Pigment
Cell Research Sept. 13-16 in Chicago. Erf also
gave an invited presentation at an informational
meeting for vitiligo patients Sept. 16 in Chicago
on the Smyth line chicken model for spontaneous
autoimmune vitiligo. The event was sponsored
by the National Vitiligo Foundation.
Yanbin Li received the John W. White Outstanding Research Award from the Division of
Agriculture during their annual banquet. Yanbin
Li hosted visitors who are collaborating on several research projects. Maohua Wang is a professor in the China Agricultural University and a
member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.
He has hosted visits to China by Li and other UA
faculty members. Ning Wang is an assistant professor of biosystems and agricultural engineering
at Oklahoma State University. Yinggang Ou is a
professor of engineering at South China Agricultural University. Liancheng Chen (Dr. Ou’s wife)
is a professor in information engineering at the
same university.
Casey Owens-Hanning hosted Poultry 201:
Marination, Batter and Breading, a workshop

that combined educational seminars and hands-on laboratory exercises to demonstrate
the use of functional ingredients, equipment and troubleshooting when formulating further processed poultry products. The next Poultry 201 will be hosted by the University
of Arkansas Sept. 16-18, 2008. Owens-Hanning and Gary Davis participated in the
Developing Programs of Study Conference in Little Rock in January 2008.
Steven Ricke gave the following invited presentations: “Rapid Non-invasive Methods for Evaluation of Amino Acid Availability in Poultry Diets” and “Alternative Molt
Diets for Control of Salmonella enteritidis Infection in Laying Hens” at the 2007 Pennsylvania Poultry Sales and Service Conference Sept. 18-19 in Lancaster, Pa. “Development of Whole Cell Biosensors for Assessing Lysine Availability in Foods and Feeds”
Sept. 21 at the Pennsylvania State University poultry science department in University
Park, Pa.
Susan Watkins was the recipient of the John W. White Outstanding Extension
Specialist award during the annual awards banquet for the Division of Agriculture. She
was also an invited speaker at the following events; The Virginia Poultry Symposium
in Roanoke; the Northeast Texas Poultry Growers Association; the 6th International
Pheasant Management Seminar; the Cobb-Vantress, Inc., Word Technical School; the
2008 Poultry Information Exchange in Brisbane, Australia; the Turkey Science and
Production Conference in Manchester, England; Foster Farms in Turlock, California
and Zacky Farms in Fresno, California; Moronia Turkey; the Oklahoma Poultry Producers Symposium in Poteau, Ok.; The APINCO Symposium in Santos, Brazil and she
hosted the Ozark Poultry Growers Symposium in Fayetteville.

Student News:
Vijay Durairaj and Komal Singh Rasaputra both graduate students of Narayan
Rath, received Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food and Life Sciences graduate
research symposium presentation awards. They are in the Cell and Molecular Biology
program.

Agricultural Experiment Station
110 Agriculture Building
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701-1201
Publication
Address Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 278
FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS

